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President’s legal authority prevents him 
from obstructing justice, attorney claims 


By CHRIS MEGERIAN 
AND JOSEPH TANFANI 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — As the spe- 
cial counsel investigation inches 
deeper into the White House, 
President Donald Trump has 
repeatedly insisted that he has 
done nothing wrong, denying any 
collusion with Russia and decry- 
ing the allegations as a “hoax.” 

On Monday, one of his lawyers 
offered a backup argument as 


Trump faces new questions 
about whether he improperly 
tried to shield his former national 
security adviser, Michael Flynn, 
from an FBI investigation and 
then fired FBI Director James 
Comey to block the probe. Inter- 
fering with the case could be 
construed as obstructing justice, a 
potential federal crime. 

It’s impossible, the lawyer said, 
for the president to obstruct 
justice under the law. The rea- 
son? He’s too powerful. 


Trump “cannot obstruct jus- 
tice because he is the chief law 
enforcement officer under (Arti- 
cle II of the Constitution) and has 
every right to express his view of 
any case? John Dowd, a lawyer 
for the president, told Axios, a 
news website. Article II details 
the president’s authority over the 
executive branch, which includes 
the Department of Justice. 

Trump’s potential legal jeopar- 
dy is separate from any political 
liability: Obstruction of justice 
charges were among the articles 
of impeachment filed against 
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President Donald Trump denies 


having tried to stop an FBI inves- 
tigation of a former top aide. 


Trump can't be charged, his lawyer says 


Trump cuts size of 
2 Utah monuments 


President pledges to “reverse 
federal overreach” and give 
land back to the state as a 
group filed a lawsuit in de- 
fense of preservation. 


E President Trump offers 

full endorsement of Senate 
candidate Roy Moore, who also 
gets renewed RNC support. 


E Supreme Court allows en- 
forcement of Trump’s travel 
ban amid ongoing appeals. 
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Rauner, 
GOP foe 
fight from 


the get-go 
New challenger Ives 


joins Democrats in 
attacks on governor 


By RICK PEARSON, 
KIM GEIGER 

AND MONIQUE GARCIA 
Chicago Tribune 


Gov. Bruce Rauner and his 
new Republican opponent 
wasted little time going after 
each other Monday, with Illi- 
nois’ chief executive suggesting 
state Rep. Jeanne Ives is a 
“fringe” candidate and the up- 
start challenger contending the 
governor “betrayed our party.” 

The challenge from the 
GOP’s conservative wing 
marks the latest political rever- 
sal for Rauner, a private equity 
investor who four years ago 
used his vast personal wealth 
to vault from obscurity to the 
governor’s mansion and rebuilt 
a long-moribund Illinois Re- 
publican Party along the way. 

This time around, the little- 
known Republican governor 
candidate is Ives, 53, a three- 
term lawmaker from Wheaton 
who graduated from West 
Point and served in the US. 
Army. Perhaps best known at 
the Capitol for throwing rheto- 
rical bombs, Ives has said 
same-sex marriage advocates 
are “trying to weasel their way 
into acceptability,” called trans- 
gender rights “junk science” 
and declared she’s “not inter- 
ested in providing child care to 
people where you don’t even 
know the paternity.” 

Ives’ challenge means 
Rauner, 61, now finds himself 
waging a war on two political 
fronts as he seeks a second 
term in 2018. Not only will 
Democratic governor hopefuls 
continue to attack his every 
move as they try to win their 
party’s March primary, but 
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E 3 aldermen join “Chuy” Gar- 
cia in crowded field to replace 
Rep. Luis Gutierrez. Page 7 


TRIBUNE SPECIAL REPORT SHRINKING SCHOOLS 
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Robeson head coach Fabray Collins talks to his players before a game. CPS announced the school is closing and its football program will end. 


Football benched as 


more schools shrink 


Many CPS principals forced to fold teams because 
coaches can’t field even bare minimum of 11 players 


By JOHN KEILMAN 
Chicago Tribune 


The first game of the Chicago 
Public Schools’ football season 
was less than two weeks away 
when the players of Englewood’s 
Robeson High School gathered 
for practice on a humid August 
afternoon — all 11 of them. 

That’s the bare minimum 
needed to field a team, but their 


coach, Fabray Collins, a Robeson 
alum and former NFL linebacker, 
was unfazed. While big suburban 
high schools regularly draw 100 
or more players, Robeson has 
only 128 students. Collins knew 
he had to take what he could get. 

“I tell the guys, ‘The No. 1 rule 
is you can’t get hurt, ” he said. 

As the populations of many 
Chicago neighborhood high 
schools dwindle, thinned by com- 


petition from charter and magnet 
schools, their athletic programs 
are also taking a hit. No sport is 
more endangered than football. 

Fourteen CPS high schools 
dropped their teams this season, 
and while the casualties included 
Whitney Young, a 2,100-student 
colossus, most of the schools had 
fewer than 300 students. 

A diminutive student body can 
make it difficult to field a squad in 


a sport that, thanks to specialized 
positions and frequent injuries, 
needs plenty of athletes. The 
Illinois High School Association 
has no minimum roster require- 
ment, but teams that reached the 
state’s small school finals in 
recent years averaged 40 players. 

Such participation is a pipe 
dream for many Chicago coaches. 
They say constructing even a 
bare-bones team means over- 
coming forces that are shrinking 
football participation nationwide 
— from parents’ fear of concus- 
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JOHN B. ANDERSON 1922-2017 


A free-thinking, 3rd-party option 


The Illinois Republican, a 20-year congressman who had fiscally 
conservative, socially liberal views, mounted a serious third-party 
bid for the White House in 1980. Obituaries in Business, Page 5 
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Trans teen suing high scho 


Student seeks locker 
room access in district 
named in similar case 


By ANGIE LEVENTIS LOURGOS 
Chicago Tribune 


Earlier in life, Nova Maday 
was too nervous to come out as 
transgender at school, fearing 
teachers and fellow students 
would never accept her. 

The 18-year-old chooses her 
words carefully as she discusses 
her decision to sue for locker 
room access at her suburban high 
school district, which is already 
embroiled in a historic battle 
over transgender rights that set 
national precedence a few years 
ago. 

“A lot of people hear ‘this trans 
student’ or ‘this trans person) 


= 


Nova Maday, 18, a Palatine High 
senior, says she wants to be 
“treated just like every other girl.” 


and a lot of the time it’s very 
nonhuman,” she said, her hazel 
eyes introspective behind glas- 
ses, framed by her long rainbow- 


ol speaks out 


colored hair. “I wanted to put my 
face out there, not for myself, but 
to also show people I am a real 
person. I’m just like you. And 
anyone who is trans is not alone.” 
Maday filed a lawsuit in Cook 
County Circuit Court last week, 
claiming that Township High 
School District 211 in Palatine has 
in the past denied her use of the 
girls locker room during physical 
education class and more re- 
cently restricted her to an “un- 
specified private changing area 
within the locker room,” where 
no one else is required to dress. 
Officials at District 211 — the 
largest high school district in the 
state — say these allegations 
misrepresent the accommoda- 
tions extended to Maday and 
other transgender students. 
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Tom Skilling’s forecast aye High38 Low 26 


Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast on back page of A+E section 
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